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1045 July 3, 1903 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Summary of icork in Chinatown , San Francisco, for week ended June 

°27, 1903. 

The following is received from Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue, at 
San Francisco, under date of June 29, being record of work in China- 
town for week ended June 27, 1903: 

Buildings reinspected 228 

Rooms 1, 787 

Persons inspected 1, 717 

Sick , . . . . 36 

Sick seen and prescribed for at Oriental Dispensary 20 

Dead examined 8 

Necropsies 3 

Rats examined bacteriologically 88 

Number showing pest infection , 

Places limed and disinfected , 773 

Times streets swept and sprinkled with bichloride solution 3 

Sewers flushed 7 

Number of notices served to abate plumbing nuisance 20 

Number of plumbing nuisances abated 16 

Monthly statement of inspection of the Chinese and Japanese district 
of San Francisco, Cal., May, 1903. 

[Summary of reports to the Surgeon-General.] 

The following is received from Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue, 
under date of June 8, 1903: 

Population of Chinatown, 12,000" (estimated at this season). Chi- 
nese deaths during the month 27, 2 by violence; for the same month 
of 1902, 36, none by violence. Annual death rate for the month, 25.00 
per thousand, as compared with 28.80 for the month of May, 1902. 

Causes of deaths. 

Phthisis pulmonalis 7, asthenia 3, myocarditis 3, gumma of brain 1, 
cirrhosis of the liver 1, syphilitic gumma and abscess of the brain 1, 
gunshot wound 1, malignant syphilis 1, broncho-pneumonia 2, chronic 
diarrhea 1, anaemia and neurasthenia 1, septicaemia from gunshot 
wound 1, anaemia due to opium smoking 1, pulmonary tuberculosis 1, 
stillborn 1, cardiac dilatation 1. 

Statement of the inspection of buildings. 

Buildings reinspected 904 

Rooms reinspected 6, 819 

Persons inspected 6, 509 

At this season of the year, on account of the departure of so many Chinese labor- 
ers for the interior and to Alaska, the population is estimated at about 12,000. 
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Morbidity reports. 

Sick inspected 156 

Cases seen and prescribed for at Oriental Dispensary 41 

Oases of clinical plague 

Necropsij report. 

Bodies necrorsied 5 

Bodies showing plague infection 

Number passed not requiring necropsy 22 

Disinfection. 

Places disinfected with carbolic acid and chloride of lime 3, 378 

Report of the bacteriological examination of rats. 

Kats caught alive and delivered at the laboratory 277 

Bats found dead and delivered at the laboratory 25 

Number showing lesions of phosphorus poisoning 10 

Number showing plague infection 

Total number of rats examined 302 

Disinfection. 

The good work of the cleansing and disinfection of habitations, the 
renovation and repairing of buildings, and the destruction of unsani- 
tary wooden additions has been zealously carried out this month. 
Since the beginning of the work on the 10th of February last there 
have been used by the disinfecting crew over 26.000 pounds of chloride 
of lime, 1,000 gallons of carbolic acid, and 360 pounds of bichloride 
of mercury. The latter was used in solution (1-1000) for sprinkling 
the streets three times a week. 

Precautions against rats. 

More than 300 rats have been examined bacteriologically this month, 
but in none of them has plague infection been demonstrated. These 
were trapped in Chinatown, the Latin quarter, and the city wharves, 
and a few taken from the steamer-*£WwwvJ?'ffl as she lay alongside the 
wharf on Jackson street. Arsenic has been substituted for phos- 
phorus in the prepared bane placed in sewers in the threatened zone. 
Fleas, rats, and other vermin liable to convey the infection no doubt 
find it impossible to exist or multiply in the section in which the chlo- 
ride of lime, bichloride of mercury, and carbolic acid solutions have 
been distributed. 

Inspection. 

Heretofore it has been almost impossible to trace a «ick man to the 
abode from which he has b >en removed by friends, who will often do 
this to escape the surveillance of the inspector, and in case of conta- 
gious disease to avoid the quarantine restrictions that would naturally 
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follow. Under the new system of inspection by districts much use- 
ful information has been collected from which it is possible to compile 
a fairly accurate directory of the permanent Chinese residents. Such 
a directory is now in course of preparation. 

Statistical reports of States and. cities of the United States — Yearly and 

monthly. 

California — San Diego. — Month of May, 1903. Estimated pop- 
ulation, 20,000. Total number of deaths, 21, including 5 from phthisis 
pulmonalis. 

Connecticut — Bridgeport. — Month of May, 1903. Estimated pop- 
ulation, 75,000. Total number of deaths, 116, including diphtheria 2, 
enteric; fever 1, scarlet fever 1, and 19 from tuberculosis. 

Iowa — Davenport. — Month of May, 1903. Estimated population, 
40,000. Total number of deaths, 33, including enteric fever 3, and 
4 from tuberculosis. 

Keokuk. — Month of May, 1903. Estimated population, 16,000. 
Total number of deaths, 6, including 3 from enteric fever. 

Maryland — Cumberland, — Month of May, 1903. Estimated popu- 
lation, 20,000. Total number of deaths, 37, including smallpox 4, 
and 5 from tuberculosis. 

Michigan. — Reports to the State board of health, Lansing, for the 
week ended June 20, 1903, from S4 observers, indicate that neuralgia, 
scarlet fever, intermittent fever, whooping cough, and diphtheria were 
more prevalent and erysipelas was less prevalent than in the preced- 
ing week. 

Meningitis was reported present at 2, whooping cough at 23, diph- 
theria at 27, enteric fever at 31 , scarlet fever at 58, measles at 62, 
smallpox at 62," and phthisis pulmonalis at 194 places. 

Grand Rapids. — Month of May, 1903. Estimated population, 
95,000. Total number of deaihs 111, including enteric fever 2, measles 
1, and 10 from tuberculosis. 

The Monthly Bulletin of Vital Statistics says: 

The total number of deaths returned to the department of state for the month of 
May was 2,733. This number was 12 fewer than the number returned for the pre- 
ceding month. The death rate for the month was 13 per 1,000 estimated population. 

Deaths at certain ages were as follows: Under 1 year, 447; 1 to 4 years, inclusive, 
173; 65 years and over, 818. 

Important causes of death were as follows: Tuberculosis of the lungs, 199; other 
tuberculosis, 29; typhoid fever, 42; diphtheria and croup, 45; scarlet fever, 25; 
measles, 28; whooping cough, 34; pneumonia, 254; cancer, 125; accidents and vio- 
lence, 205. 

There was 1 death reported from smallpox during the month from the city of 
Detroit. 

"In Public Health Reports for June 26, 1903, p. 996, smallpox in Michigan should 
be at 73 places instead of 13. 



